Article 1- The Legislative Department
The Legislative Department is the law-making branch.  It is also called Congress.  Congress is made up of 100 Senators and 435 Representatives.  The Senators and Representatives are elected from all fifty states.

There are two Senators from each state.  The people of each state elect these Senators.  All states are equally represented.

The number of Representatives is based on the number of people, or population, in each state.  Some states with more people like California would have more Representatives that some smaller states like Delaware.

Do you know who the United States Senators and United States Representatives are from your state?

The main job of Congress is to discuss ideas, called bills, and decide whether to make them into laws.  A committee who has studied a bill presents it to all Representatives for their review.  The Representatives then decide if the bill is worthy of becoming a law.  They talk about the bill for a long time.  They make changes to it.  They may even decide to keep it the way it is.  After the discussion, they vote on it.  If one more than half of the Representatives approve it then they send it to the Senators.  This type of vote is called a majority vote.  How many votes would it take to pass the bill on to the Senators?
The Senators look over the bill and discuss it.  They decide if they like the bill.  They vote on it.  If they like it, the bill passes the Senate and they send it to the President for him to sign.  If the Senators don’t like the bill they may send it back to the House of Representatives.  If it is sent back to the House of Representatives they may change it and then return it back to the Senate or just let it die.

Once the bill goes to the President he may sign it.  If he does it will become a law.  He may decide not to sign it.  If he doesn’t then that is called a veto.  This means it would not become a law.  If the President vetoes the bill he will send it back to Congress (the Senate and the House of Representatives).  Congress then has two choices.  One, they can change the bill and send it back to the President hoping he will sign it the second time around.  Or two, they can let the bill die.
It may sound a little confusing, but when the bill is finally made into a law you can be sure it has been thought over carefully.

The Legislative Branch or lawmaking branch of government is very important to the United States.  This branch of government has powers that it alone can do.  Some of these powers are as follows.

· Collect taxes- some taxes are used to help build highways and pay for schools.

· To borrow money on the credit of the United States

· Print money- The National Government is in charge of printing all of the money in the United States!
· Establish post offices- Post offices are responsible for delivering our mail.  Imagine what it would be like without them.
· Declare war
· Provide and maintain the military- Congress makes sure that armies protect our nation.
Article 2- The Executive Department
The Executive Department is made up of the President and his Cabinet Members.  The President is an elected official.  The Cabinet Members are people who help the President make important decisions about our country.

The President is the leader of our country.  He decides if bills should be made into laws.  He is the Commander and Chief of the Army and Navy.  He has many important jobs.

The President’s Cabinet is made up of thirteen members that help him make decisions about our country.  These men or women represent the different departments of the United States and are called secretaries, with the exception of the Attorney General.  They advise the President and then inform their own workers what needs to be done to improve the United States.  Here are the 15 members of the President’s Cabinet.
· The Secretary of Agriculture- This department’s job is to make sure farmers get fair prices for the crops and animals they raise.  They make sure we have enough farm products for the people in the United States.
· The Secretary of Commerce- This secretary and his department are in charge of all buying and selling of goods with foreign countries.
· The Secretary of Defense- This is the person who gives the President information about protecting our country with the help of the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
· The Secretary of Education- This person is the advisor on what is happening in the nation’s schools.
· The Secretary of Energy- He or she would promote saving energy and making sure there would be enough energy for our future needs.
· The Secretary of Health and Human Services- This secretary would advise the President on issues about the needs of the people.  He makes sure that people have enough money to have the basic things they need.
· The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development- This department provides states with money to build or provide homes for people who need shelter.
· The Secretary of the Interior- This department gives out information on how our nation should conserve our natural resources.
· The Secretary of Labor- the Secretary of Labor and staff would promote the welfare of wage earners.  That means people who are working.  They make sure that people are given a fair wage for jobs.  They also make sure work sites are safe.
· The Secretary of State- This department advises the President on foreign affairs.  This means they keep the President informed on what is happening in other countries.
· The Secretary of Transportation- This secretary gives the President information about our nations roadways, airways and waterways.  They make sure they are safe for everyone.
· The Secretary of the Treasury- This department is in charge of collecting taxes from the people and keeps track of the money the government spends.
· The Attorney General- The Attorney General represents the United States in legal matters, advises the President and the heads of the executive departments of the government, and occasionally appears in person before the Supreme Court.
· Secretary of Homeland Security- The missions of the Department of Homeland Security are to prevent and disrupt terrorist attacks; protect the American people, our critical infrastructure, and key resources; and respond to and recover from incidents that do occur.
· Secretary of Veteran Affairs- The Department of Veterans Affairs is responsible for administering benefit programs for veterans, their families, and their survivors. These benefits include pension, education, disability compensation, home loans, life insurance, vocational rehabilitation, survivor support, medical care, and burial benefits. 

The President usually meets at least once a week with the members of his Cabinet.  They discuss important issues of what is going on in the country.  They may give the President advice.

The President appoints the Cabinet members.  This means that he chooses them, but they have to be approved by Congress.  When a new President is elected he or she will appoint their own Cabinet members.

The President lives and works in the White House.  His office is in a room called the Oval Office.  Here he sometimes meets with important leaders from other countries.

The President’s job may also include meeting with foreign leaders in their own countries.  When this is necessary, the President may fly to these countries to meet with them.  While meeting with these leaders the President may discuss important business such as trade or peacekeeping.

In order to become President a person must have certain qualifications.  The qualifications for President are as follows.

1. A person must be a natural born citizen.
2. A person must be at least 35 years of age.
3. A person must have been a resident within the United States for 14 years.
Article 3- The Judicial Department

The Judicial Department is made up of different types of courts.  There is federal, which is another word for national, state, and local court systems.  These courts hear court cases that involve federal, state, and local laws.  These are the federal court systems.
· The United States Supreme Court
· The United States Circuit Court of Appeals
· The United States District Courts
The United States Supreme Court is the highest court in the United States.  It is made up of nine Supreme Court Judges.  Eight of them are called Associate Justices and one leader among them is called the Chief Justice.  There are an uneven number of judges that sit on the Supreme Court.  When the Supreme Court Judges listen to a case they must review all the material very carefully before they make a decision.  After they discuss it they must vote on the outcome.  A majority vote of the judges would be needed to pass a decision.  A majority means one more than half of the judges.  One more than half of the United States Supreme Court Judges would be five out of nine.
The Supreme Court Justices are appointed by the President with the approval of Congress and have life terms.

The Supreme Court has heard some important court cases.  The decisions that were made affected the entire nation.  Here are some of those cases.

· Brown vs. the Board of Education.  This court case took place in Topeka, Kansas in 1954.  It was about separating schools by race.  The United States Supreme Court decided this was against the laws of the Constitution.  The fourteenth amendment of the United States Constitution says that every person has equal rights.  In this case it means people should not have to go to certain schools just because of the color of their skin.
· Miranda vs. Arizona.  This Supreme Court Case took place in 1966.  The Supreme Court decided that every person who is arrested or accused of a crime must be informed of his or her rights.  Some of these rights are to remain silent or have a lawyer.  Today everyone who is arrested is read the Miranda Rights.
Most federal court cases begin in the United States District Courts.  If a person loses the case he or she may appeal the case.  That means a new judge or jury can hear it again.  This would take place in the United States Court of Appeals.

Do you have a Supreme Court in your state?  Most states do but not all have the same amount of Supreme Court Judges.  In Illinois the Supreme Court has seven judges, Mississippi has nine, Arkansas has only three, while Maryland’s highest court is the United States Court of Appeals.  The State Supreme Courts are the highest courts in the state.  How many judges sit on your state Supreme Court?  Where is your State Supreme Court located?
There are also local court systems that deal with state or local laws.  Each country has a city or town that is called the County Seat.  In this city you will find a courthouse where judges listen to court cases.  The court cases may be about anything from parking tickets to murder.

