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The Southern Colonies

A third world began to develop in the Southern Colonies, one that was different from New England and the Middle Colonies.  The Southern Colonies were founded for a variety of reasons; some were religious safe places for religious groups while others were founded strictly as proprietary colonies.  No matter what the reason for their founding, the Southern colonists too were interested in making a profit above all else.  However, the Southern Colonies were different from the first two sections in several ways

Economy and Geography


The Southern Colonies had the warmest climate of all the colonial regions.  The summers were long, humid and warm while the winters were mild.  These were the perfect conditions for growing crops that needed a longer growing season.  The best farmland was the flat area between the mountains and the coast.  In this area, huge plantations were built that grew cash crops like rice, tobacco and indigo.  Plantation owners grew very wealthy and formed the upper class of the Southern Colonies.  Along the Appalachian Mountains were the smaller, poorer farmers. They farmed the more wooded, rocky areas and were subsistence farmers.  Southern colonists also produced small amounts to rum, lumber and livestock but by far the Southern economy was supported by the plantations.  

Religion and Society


New Englanders were almost totally Puritans from England and Middle Colonists were British with a healthy mix of other European nationalities as well.  The Southern Colonies consisted of a population that was a mix of British Anglicans and African slaves.  The Anglican Church was the official Church of England.  It was created in 1536 when King Henry VIII of England officially broke off connection with the Roman Catholic Church.  The churches of England moved off on their own, with the monarch as its head instead of the Pope, but the Anglican Church remained Catholic in its style and beliefs.  Most Southerners belonged to the Anglican Church, although Maryland was founded as a place of safety for English Catholics.  Georgia was started as a colony where former prisoners from England could go and start a new life.  


Southern Communities took on a very different shape than New England and the Middle Colonies.  In the first two, towns and cities were formed where the daily activities of society took place.  But in the South, the plantation economy spread the colonists out.  A close community was almost impossible.  Towns were usually small, a collection of necessary buildings like a general store, post office, blacksmith and cobbler with farms miles away.  Plantations were designed to be self-sufficient and there for did not often need the services of a town.  In the backcountry, the poor colonists pulled together and helped each other in times of emergency such as crop loss or epidemic.  The Gentry were less involved in each others lives but were active in politics.  It was considered the duty of those who were well off to serve in some sort of political office.  


The Southern Colonies, like the Middle Colonies, developed a class system like the one that existed in England; Gentry at the top, Small Farmers and Servant Class.  However, unlike the Middle Colonies, it was very difficult for Southern Colonists to move between the classes.  Other than business dealings, the classes rarely socialized, even having their own sections of Church.  


Two groups who possessed almost no rights in the South were African slaves and women.  African slaves began to be imported when the local Indian populations began to die out.  Africans were desired as slave labor because they were skilled in growing crops similar to those grown in the South.  Slaves possessed no rights under the law.  They could not vote, own land or serve on juries.  Women were in a very similar position.  Although women were not owned by their husbands, everything else was.  Women also could not vote, own land or serve on juries.  Single women who inherited land soon married as their legal hold on the land was weak.
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