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Life in the Middle Colonies was very different from life in New England.  Religion played less of a role and a busy economy took center stage.  The climate, the people, everything was different.    
Economy and Geography

The middle colonies were started not by the English but the Dutch.  In 1624, New Netherland was founded by Peter Minuit in order to expand the Dutch trading empire into North America.  In 1664, New Netherland became a British possession and was renamed New York.  Soon New York was split into two colonies, the second being New Jersey.  In 1682, William Penn received a charter for the colony of Pennsylvania.  Penn hope to create a colony that would act as a haven for the Quakers.  Above all, the Middle Colonies were proprietary colonies that were founded in order to make money.  And make money they did.  

The Middle Colonies proved to be an excellent place for business to grow.  The countryside was flat and dotted with slow moving rivers.  The weather was milder, with summers that were longer than those in New England and winters that were not as harsh.  Once trees were cleared, the rich soil was ideal for faming.  Soon commercial farms sprang up all over Middle Colonies, growing cash crops like corn, rye, and wheat.  The governments of the Middle Colonies actively encouraged artisans to emigrate from Europe to the New World.  As a result, workshops in the Middle Colonies turned out large amounts of high quality goods such as shoes, candles, fabric, clocks, and glassware.  The Middle Colonies also turned to the forests and hills to help build their economy.  Colonists mined the large deposits of iron ore from the local hills and built sawmills to harvest the trees.  This massive amount of goods, crops, raw materials and finished goods was whisked away from port cities like Philadelphia to merchants in other colonies and England on ships from the New England colonies.  
Religion and Society

The people of the Middle Colonies differed from New Englanders too.  New Englanders were almost entirely English Puritans with a common goal of building a perfect religious society.  The Middle Colonies, however, had a very diverse population.  Because artisans came to the area from all over Europe, not just England, a mix of languages, religions, and customs could be found.  Churches from many different Christian sects could be found in Middle Colony towns as could taverns that catered to German or Swiss immigrants only and newspapers printed in languages other than English.  A class system, similar to that used in England, also developed.  At the top were the Gentry.  The Gentry consisted of the wealthy and well educated.  The Gentry often made up the majority of the leadership of the colony.  Below the Gentry was the Middle Class.  The Middle Class was made up of small farmers and merchants.  This class continued to grow in wealth and power as the colonies continued to develop and grow.  Following the Middle Class was the working class.  Often uneducated, this group contained sailors and apprentices.  At the bottom was the Servant Class that contained indentured servants and slaves.  One thing about the colonial class system in the Middle Colonies that made it different from England is that one could move up through the accumulation of wealth and land.  This was not possible in England.

Religion did not dominate life in the Middle Colonies.  It is true that most people attended some sort of church; it was not the same as in New England.  In New England, church attendance was a matter of law and everyone was a Puritan.  In the Middle Colonies, churches from several different Christian sects could be found in one town.  Largely due to the mix of nationalities in the area, people of the Middle Colonies were more tolerant of their differences.  Even in Pennsylvania, which was founded by Quakers for Quakers, those who were different were welcome.  The Quakers, a Christian sect that was hated in England for its controversial teachings, taught that all were equal in the eyes of God.  This made the Quakers a very tolerant group.  Under Pennsylvania law, even Indians had rights in court and could enter into legal contracts.  

 Because of the diverse nature of the people who lived there, the Middle Colonies did not develop the tight nit communities of New England.  Cash crop farms were larger and more spread out, the craft based economy led to the development of cities rather than small villages and the mix of nationalities took away the unifying aspect of an all Puritan population.  That is not to say that people didn’t help each other in the Middle Colonies, but in general, people looked to their own needs first and then to the community.  Public libraries and fire departments were established and community service organizations formed to address the problems caused by a larger population.  Still, the Middle Colonies lacked the sense of community found in New England.  
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