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Anne Hutchinson 


Anne Hutchinson emigrated from England to Massachusetts Bay with her husband and family in 1634. She was initially highly regarded in the community because of her intelligence and caring nature, but later ran into difficulty because of her religious views and outspoken nature. 


Anne was always fascinated by complicated theological issues and began to hold weekly discussion groups in her home following Sunday services. Attendance at these meetings grew rapidly and soon included several of the colony’s leading citizens. After establishing her skill as the discussion leader, Hutchinson revealed her belief that people were saved by their faith alone and that she rejected the traditional Puritan belief that good works could save a person’s soul.  


Many in the colony were worried by Hutchinson’s views and cautioned that women could do irreparable damage to their brains by pondering deep theological matters — a view not uncommon for the day. Many even began to suggest she was guilty of heresy.  Anne was brought to trial before the General Court in 1637, found guilty and banished from the Bay Colony. 

Hutchinson joined other dissenters in the establishment of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. Following her husband’s death, she moved to Long Island and finally to Pelham Bay. In 1643, Hutchinson and other family members were killed in an Indian attack.  Hutchinson ranks with Roger Williams as a leading voice of dissent in early New England. 
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William Penn


Born in London, England, Penn received a charter from King Charles II and founded the colony Pennsylvania. William was a leader in the Quaker Movement.  Quakerism was a religious movement that began in England as a movement against the strict teaching of the Puritans.  Quakers believed in tolerance of different viewpoints.  They taught that people could have a personal relationship with God and that all men, regardless of titles, were equal before God.  Quakers faced opposition ad persecution in England and the colonies.  Quakers were often beaten and imprisoned; William Penn was imprisoned in England on a number of occasions for the crime of “preaching Quakerism”.   

Penn called Pennsylvania the 'holy experiment'.  By this Penn meant that he wanted to create a society where all could live free without fear of persecution.  He created a written constitution for the colony that amazingly limited the power of government. It also called for freedom of the press, religious toleration, and the right to own private property. In this way, Pennsylvania had many of the rights and liberties that would later be granted the citizens of the United States through its Constitution.
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Roger Williams

Williams was born around 1600 in England. Showing above average intelligence, he excelled in reading, religion, writing, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Dutch, French, logical thinking, and public speaking. His parents raised him to follow the Church of England, but he became a Puritan minister.


His Puritan beliefs soon landed Williams in trouble and Williams decided to leave England. He immigrated to Massachusetts in 1630 and was soon named the pastor of a church. Loved and respected by his church members, Williams did not believe in taking money for being a preacher. He earned his living by farming and trading blankets and knives with the Indians.


Soon Williams got into trouble again—this time with Puritans in Boston. Williams believed each person should follow his or her own conscience. He also thought the church should be involved with the government, and that the Indians, not the king of England, owned the land. One night, Williams had to flee before the Puritans authorities of the colony could arrest him. He escaped with his family and some friends to the Narragansett Bay area in 1636.


There, Roger Williams purchased land from two Indian chiefs. He received a charter for the colony of Rhode Island from the king of England in 1644. He became a well-known peacemaker between the natives and the colonists. Williams lived to be an old man, but his last years were troubled by land and boundary disputes. King Phillip's War stopped his trade with the Indians and made him poor. In the end, Williams belonged to no church, but still searched for a pure religion.

[image: image4.jpg]


Miles Standish


Miles was born in England; Standish came to America as the military leader of a group of English Puritans who sailed on the Mayflower in 1620. He chose the site of the Pilgrims' settlement at Plymouth, Massachusetts, and designed its defenses; he also negotiated with the neighboring Indian tribes. He was part of the colony's government from 1624 until his death. 

It was largely through the leadership of Standish that the strict social order of Puritanism took hold in Plymouth.  Through his focus on the role of the church in daily life, the laws and traditions of the region developed largely parallel with the Puritan faith.  Those who would not follow this strict code were removed from the colony, sometimes under pain of death. 

Standish was also critical in maintaining the colony's financial well-being; he both obtained loans and financing from English investors and provided support from his own funds in return for land and various privileges. In 1637 he and John Alden established the new town of Duxbury, the first new town to separate from the Plymouth settlement; he lived there for the rest of his life.
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John Smith


Smith was born in England in 1580. Early on he felt an urge to see the world. He visited several European nations and fought for Austria against Turkey before being captured. 

Returning to England in 1604, he was selected by the Virginia Company in London to serve as a member of the governing council in its Virginia colony. Smith and his fellow voyagers arrived in what is now Jamestown in May 1607 and established a settlement; Smith was soon captured by local Indians and adopted by their chief, Powhatan, perhaps because of intervention by Powhatan's daughter, Pocahontas. Smith continued to explore the region and sent maps and reports on the Virginia Indians to London. 

In 1608 he was elected president of the council, making him in effect the colony's governor; he was an able and effective governor whose leadership brought about large reductions in the death rate from disease among colonists. 
In 1609 the Virginia Company replaced him, and Smith returned to England, criticizing the company for putting quick commercial profit above the need to strengthen the colony's footing in America. In 1614 Smith visited the region north of Virginia, which he dubbed New England, but he failed in efforts to obtain funding for a new colony there.

