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	Person
	Details Of This Person’s View On Slavery

	John C. Calhoun
	John C. Calhoun was a major political leader from South Carolina.  He had served in the House of Representatives, the Senate, Secretary of War, Secretary of State and Vice-President.  He was a strong supporter of slavery and feared that the Federal government might try to make slavery illegal.  He argued fiercely that Congress had no authority to tell states that they could or could not have slavery.  He said “Slavery is a domestic institution.  It belongs to the states, each for itself to decide, whether it should be established or not”.   He called slavery a “positive good” and argued that social and political equality between the races was impossible.  

	James Kirke Paulding 
	James Kirke Paulding of New York was on of the earliest leaders of the pro-slavery movement.  Paulding believed that slavery should be allowed in order to preserve the Union and maintain order in the South.  He wrote several books criticizing abolitionists as un-American radicals who were out to destroy America by creating friction between the free and slave states.  He argued that enslaved blacks enjoyed a much better life than factory workers in the North. He also said that blacks were naturally inferior to whites, claiming that “Anatomists and physiologists have classed the negro as the lowest in the scale of rational thinking beings”.

 

	George Fitzhugh
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	George Fitzhugh was a wealthy Virginia lawyer.  He wrote several pamphlets that argued forcefully in support of slavery.  Fitzhugh stated that slavery was good for the slave and that slaves lived a much happier and healthier life than factory workers in England and the Northern states.  In his 1854 book Sociology for the South he claimed that the outlawing of the slave trade in 1808 had been a terrible mistake.  He argued that he could not understand why it was now a crime “to buy idle, savage cannibals in Africa, bring them to America, subject them to a milder climate, colonize, Christianize and make them useful and industrious beings”.  Fitzhugh argued that slavery was so natural and useful that all labor, not just black labor, should be enslaved and that slavery should exist throughout the United States.  



Identify
1. This individual believed that all labor should be slave labor.

2. This individual believed the issue of slavery should be decided by the states.

3. This individual believed that abolitionists were creating chaos to create a split between the North and South.

4. These individuals believed that slaves were better off than the Northern factory worker.

5. What were 3 arguments used by these gentlemen to justify slavery?
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