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Life in colonial New England was difficult and complex.  Here society revolved around religion and the community.  The lifestyle that evolved would be one of strength, hard work and an independent attitude.  Colonial New England included New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut.  
Economy and Geography


Like all colonies, the New England colonies were formed to make a profit.  Influential people in England, hoping to make money off of the vast natural resources in the area,  secured charters from the King and began to plan their new colonies.  The first challenge came in finding people willing to accept the risk of moving to the New World.  Although colonial charters guaranteed the traditional rights of Englishmen, New England was still a very dangerous place.  Disease, starvation, and attacks by Indians were still very real possibilities and discouraged many would be settlers.  Often, those who made the decision to go belonged to the unpopular religious group called the Puritans.  

It soon became clear that New England settlers would not make money from farming.  The soil was hard and rocky and the terrain was wooded and hilly.  In addition, the growing season was short and the winters were long and harsh.  This made farming for a living difficult and as a result, most New England farms were small.  Those who did farm were subsistence farmers, or farmers who lived on what they grew.  With a farming economy out of the question, New Englanders turned to the forests, rivers, and sea.  Saw mills were built to harvest the vast supply of trees in the area, which were made into ships and made into planks to sell to English merchants.  Along the coast, rivers poured into the ocean, creating many natural harbors.  Soon, a booming shipping industry dominated New England, with ships sailing everywhere from England to the Caribbean.  Fishing became a huge industry.  Fish were caught, salted, and shipped off to England.  Whaling provided oil for lamps and ivory.  
Religion and Society

Life in New England towns focused on religion. As was mentioned before, New England settlers were almost exclusively Puritans.  The Puritans were a group that formed within the Anglican Church.  The Anglican Church was the official Christian religion of England, which the Puritans viewed as corrupt and sinful.  Their views made them unpopular and they soon began to look for a new home.  This is why so many chose to move to the colonies.  Although New Englanders had come to the colonies for religious freedom, it was only for the freedom to practice the Puritan religion.  Those who were not acceptable Puritans were escorted to the borders of the colony and told not to return.  Puritans took their religion very seriously.  Fun and games were considered sinful and hard work was considered a righteous thing.  Puritans dressed in dark colors and did not appreciate art or natural beauty, as these things were considered worldly and not of God.  Puritans attended church once a day and three times on Sunday.  

New England towns were tight communities.  At the center of the town was the Church/Meeting House.  In most New England towns, church attendance was required by law.  So naturally, the church became the center of both religious and social life.  Town meetings were also held at the church.  Next, to the church was the common.  The common was a large grassy field where livestock grazed.  The entire community shared the common.  Just outside of the center of town would be homes and a few shops.  Beyond these would be the fields where crops were grown.  However, this sense of community only applied to the behavior of New Englanders.  Those who lost their crop or had a fire destroy a building did not expect help from their neighbors.  Rather, it was viewed as God’s punishment on the family for some sin.  Beyond the fields would be roads leading to other towns and villages as well as local Indian tribes.  Because of this style of living, New England towns tended to be small and about one-day travel apart.
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