
Denmark Vesey (c. 1767–1822)
	     Denmark Vesey was a freedman, who planned a slave rebellion in Charleston, S.C., that was meant to kill the entire white population and free the blacks. Born probably on St. Thomas in the Danish (now U.S.) Virgin Islands, he was brought to Charleston in 1783. Having won $1500 in a street lottery in 1800, he bought his freedom and thereafter worked as a carpenter. He resented, however, the continued enslavement of his children (born of a slave mother), and inspired by the Haitian slave revolt (1793), with which he was familiar, he began in 1821 to plot and organize an extensive uprising among blacks in and around the city. The rebels, who may have numbered 2000–3000, were to seize arsenals in Charleston, annihilate the whites, and burn the city to the ground; the date was set for June 16, 1822. The plot, however, was leaked to the authorities, who made military preparations and then moved to arrest Vesey and dozens of his followers. Tried and convicted, he and many others were hanged; some were exiled.


Nat Turner (1800-1831)
	     Nat Turner was an American slave and leader of a black slave revolt. Born on a plantation in Southampton Co., Va., Turner was a popular religious leader among his fellow slaves and became convinced that he had been chosen by God to lead his people to freedom. On Aug. 21, 1831, he and five other slaves killed their master and his family and, joined by about 60 blacks from neighboring plantations, started a general revolt. By August 24 the rebellion was brought under control by white militiamen and volunteers, but Turner himself was not captured for another six weeks. More than 50 whites were slain during the uprising, and an unknown number of blacks were lynched in reprisal by white mobs. After they were tried and convicted, Turner and 15 of his companions were hanged in Jerusalem, Va.

     As a result of Nat Turner's revolt, southern legislatures imposed stricter control on slaves, and the movement to abolish slavery, which had previously enjoyed some support in the South, became a northern phenomenon.
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